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Curriculum Overview for Year 4: India 

 
 

English 
Author study – Rudyard Kipling 
How is the idea of the British Empire linked to the country of 
India? 
How could the characters in the Jungle book and ‘Just so 
Stories’ be described? 
How could we help save the endangered tiger.  
How could we interpret the ideas in ‘Lion’? Why do these 
things happen to some children in India? 
How does tea end up in our supermarkets? 

 
 

 
 

Art (LKS2) 

Key Question – How can we use Indian art to 
inspire our own? 

To create peacocks using a variety of materials.  
To look at traditional Indian art, recreating our own interpretations. 
To create our own maps of India made up from Indian animals, 
traditional colours, places in India.  
To create mehndi patters on different parts of the body, looking at 
what different patterns symbolise.  
To create rangoli patterns using coloured sands. 

 
 

Computing (LKS2) 

Key Question - What are the similarities and 
differences between places in the UK and India? 

To email schools, charities and foundations in different parts of 
India to find out what they do.       
To go on a virtual tour of different places in India using 
(educationalsimulations.com) – a day in a third world country 
To use Google Earth  to compare India and IOW 
To use Google Expeditions to explore different landmarks India 
e.g river ganges, Taj Mahal, Himalayas. 
To create a Biography of Rudyard Kipling using ‘stop motion 
story’.  

 

Design & Technology (LKS2) 

Key Question – How can we use Indian cultures and 
traditions to create our own To create Indian Elephants 

from junk material. 
To create and fly our own kites linked to the Indian kite 
festival.  

To design a rickshaw taxi that would be able to be used on 
the streets of a busy Indian city.  

To create our own recipes linked to traditional Indian foods.  

To create our own Sari fabric 

 

Geography (LKS2) 

Key Question - What are the similarities and 

differences between places in the UK and India? 
To compare different Indian environments both rural and urban. 
To investigation the population density of India compares to 
other parts of the world and finding out the possible reasons for 
this.  
To follow the journey of produce that comes from India to its 
final destinations around the world e.g. tea, cotton, mangoes.  
To find out about the creation of the Himalayas linking this to 
plate tectonics.  

 

 
 

Maths 
 

How much would it cost to go on holiday in India? What would our 
budget need to be? 
How does the population of India compare to the UK? How do 
different areas of India compare to the Isle of Wight? 
What is the land mass of India? Can we link this to the size of places 
that we know? 
What other statistics about India could we look at that would interest 
us? 
How could we create an Indian banquet for different sized groups of 
people? 
How much could I buy with a given amount of rupees? How does this 
compare to the average Indian wage.  
Are henna designs symmetrical? 
  
  

 
 

    Modern     Languages (LKS2) 
Key Question – Can we use some of the 
languages spoken in India to converse with 
each other? 

To learn and practice basic  greetings in Hindu, Urdy  

and Tamil.  

Develop appropriate pronunciation for key phrases in 
these languages.  

Music (LKS2) 

Key Question – How is Indian music produced 
and how is it used across the world? 
To research Indian musical instruments and how and when they 
are used.  
To look at the music used in Bollywood films and compare and 
contrast it to other types of music.  
To look at the 3 components to Indian music – the drone heard 
all the way through only 2 notes played @ same time Tambura,  
The melody (the Raga played on the sitar and/or flute), The 
rhythm (the tala played on the table) and create some of our 
own songs using the ipad app.  

 

Science 
Key Question – How have animals and 

plants adapted to survive in India? 
Focussing on Indian flora and fauna, identify how living things 
adapt and how this is different in other countries. 
Explore the forces in plate tectonic movement that helped form 
the Himalayas.  
Look at how sounds are made using Indian instruments as a focus.  
Investigate pitch and volume linking this to vibrations. 
Link Indian food to the three states of matter. 
Look at the river Ganges and link this to the processes of 
evaporation and condensation.  
Investigate how temperature affects the states of matter – 
different parts of India.     

 

History 
Key Question – How did the structure 
of the British Empire influence India? 
 
To investigate the history of the Taj Mahal and the reasons 
behind it being built.  
To research how Ghandi inspired a nation and create a 
biography of his life. 
To find out about the history of India’s independence day and 
why it is celebrated every year.  
To compare life in India throughout the rule of the British 
Empire to how life in India is now.  
To look at the history of the ‘War Elephant’ and how it was used 
within India.  

 

Physical   Education (LKS2) 

Key Question – How does our heart rate 
increase with physical activity? 
Cricket, Multi-skills, Tag-Rugby, Athletics, Parkour – 

 To develop the skills to participate effectively. 

To evaluate the journey and relating it to others. 

To explore the parameters of discipline. 

To take part in the performance in the field of physical activity.  

 To use skills effectively.  

 

Religious                           Education 
 PSHE  
Key Question -   What are the main religions 
practiced in India and how are they 
practiced?  
To compare and contrast some of the main religions practiced 
throughout India such as  Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddism. 
To investigate Mother Theresa’s work across India and her link to 
the Roman Catholic religion.  

To gather information about key Indian festivals.  
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